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563-586-3404 Carli Thiede- Pilch & Barnet

el eIt Lyn Pilch — Pilch & Barnet

Sen. John Sullivan
hair . 0

G Hawkins called the meeting to order at 10:00 a.m.

senjohn@adams.net

Ok rz ocing) Minutes

225.342-8125 Wilkinson had a correction to the November 16, 2007 minutes. National Office will make

cmorse@crt.state.la.us

the correction. AR motion to approve the minutes. Second by WI.

Rep. Sheldon Johnson

LA Work Plan Review

rep.sheldon.johnson@house.mn

Frank Nickell |. Interpretive Centers

573-651-2833 Hawkins asked the status of each state updating Thiede on their IC visits to discuss
fickell@semo.edu reciprocal link postings. Thiede informed the committee that she has not received any
Caral Cox Bucow updates from the committee since the November conference call. A few of the states
601-636-8904 gave mini-updates as to where they are at on thistask. Hawkins mentioned that each
S i state should simply call or visit their IC’'s websites to check the status of the reciprocal
John Sheahan link being posted. She also mentioned how important thistask is and requested that
901-854-4466 this task be completed by the Semi-Annual meeting in Vicksburg. The committee
johnpatricksheshan@midisouthur.com agr eed.

Al Lorenz )

ity Next the committee reviewed/discussed the Criteriafor Selecting Form aswell as the
torenzall@men.com Nomination Form. Based on the five questions on the criteriaform, it was decided we

would do the following:
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o 1) Doesyour center interpret the Mississippi River or some significant aspect or

Patsy Ramacitti relationship to the river with ahigh level of quality? Keep this question.

563 330 5046 - _

bettplr @aol.com 2) Areyou willing to carry the Great River Road Map? For reference or for sale?

Pilot Pro-tem Instead of asking if they are willing, we will require them to carry the map. Filch

Bl sendt explained that a new 24-page booklet will be designed to replace the current GRR

gﬁg&g&ﬁgwb o Travel Planner & Guide aswell asthe Mississippi River Treasures booklet. Each
' state will be getting a two page spread in the booklet and there will be fold out

Plot Emeritus map in theinside, with al the IC'slisted on the back. A copy of this map will be

Andy Golfis sent to each I C, free of charge, to post at their center. Then aform will be sent to

nigolf7@cs.com each | C asking them how many booklets they would like to order for their center.

S— By doing this, we can keep the printing and shipping costs down.

Robert Miller

608245, %002 3) Areyou open to the public on apublished, regular basis? Keep this question.

bobmill @mwt.net

Trearer 4) Will you ensure the MRPC that front line personnel, who have contact with the

ARMRPC Chiir public, are aware of the Great River Road? Keep this question; however change

e o the word “ aware” to “knowledgeable’.

A MiEPe G 5) Isthere an entrance fee? It was decided that this question be removed.

563-586-3404

john-burke@hughes.net
e hm Sulliven A comment was made that the criteriadid not ask if the |C was handicap accessible or
IL MRPC Chair ask the proximity of the center to the GRR. After further discussion, it was decided that

= . we would combine the Criteriafor Selection form into the Nomination Form. The

_ following changes would then be made to the Nomination Form:
Chuck Morse (Acting)

LA MRPC Chair

Bt astelaus 1) Add to section |11 that it is required that each |C post the

Rep. Shedon Johnson WWWw.experiencemisss ssippiriver.com link on their website

MN MRPC Chair 2) IntheIntro paragraph, change the word Mississippi River to Great River Road.

o - 3) Insection |1, question #2, change the word “aware” to “knowledgeable’.

o Nickal 4) In section |11, change the word “factories’ to “factors’ in the first sentence.

MO-MRPC Chair 5) In the Process section, put a standard deadline for all Nominations Formsto be

s e turned in as August 1. The committee will continue to review nominations at the
Annua MRPC meeting each year. Motion by I1A. Second by WI.

Carol Cox-Buelow . q T . 0 o

MSMRPC Chair 6) Inthe Process section, change all references of the National Mississippi River

L A— Museum & Aquarium to the National MPRC Office.

s Sheatn 7) Add gny_items from the Criteriafor Selection form that are not aready on the

TN MRPC Chair Nomination Form.

T e T — 8) There was discussion regarding question #4 in Section I1. Pilch commented that
each state is given $500 that they can choose to use for signage at the IC' s in their

Al Lorenz o 0

WI MRPC Chair state who do not have the funds. This money came from a Scenic Byway Grant.

el o com Baxter asked if another grant could be applied for and Pilch explained that that

would entail each state agreeing to use monies from their state funds. This has not
happened. It was agreed that this question would be left asis, however a
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discussion would be held at the next C& H meeting in Vickburg, MS about getting
asign erected at the centers who do not have funds.

Thiede will make the necessary changes to this form and distribute it to the committee
for further discussion at the next C& H meeting in Vicksburg, MS.

. Interpretive Plan

Fiorenza asked that the 2003 statistics in the Plan be updated so they are current.
Hawkins said she would be able to pull these figures. Thisinformation will then be
posted to the website and the IC’ s can download the new pages for their Plans.

Themed Itineraries

Hawkins mentioned that she feels the committee has been a bit confused as to what
thistask all entails. Pilch explained that the MRC is creating themed itineraries that
they will take with them to group travel shows over the next few years. These
itineraries, however, are not specific to just travels along the GRR. They include
travel itineraries throughout each state. Pilch is asking that the C& H committee create
GRR themed itineraries per state that focus more on travel plans pertaining to the
GRR. The MRC will then distribute these plans with theirs and travel planners will
then have a braoder range of itinerarires to choose from. Pilch also asked that each
state not only create travel itineraries for their state, but also work with other states to
bundle travel planstogether (Northern, Middle, and Southern states). Each state can
send Thiede bullets of their itineraries and the National Office will format them into a
travel itinerary format.

The committee requested that the National Office provide examples of these
itineraries. It was commented that MS has alist of examples which can be found at
WwWW.Visitmississippi.org/itineraries/themes.asp.

Each state will provide a status report at the next C&H meeting in Vicksburg, MS.
Thiswould entail providing their tentative travel destinations for their itineraries. This
would also be a good time for each state to discuss this openly with their entire state
commission to generate more ideas/feedback.

. Oral Histories

Hawkins mentioned that she feels the committee has been a bit confused as to what
thistask all entails. It was agreed in November that each state would do two oral
histories which will later be posted to the website for download. A discussion was
made about the Oral History questions. Many expressed that quite afew of these
guestions are quite in depth and somewhat intrusive. However, it was expressed that
these are just suggestions and do not necessarily need to be used. Thiede will update
thislist of questionsto read “thisisalist of possible questions for a person who earns
their likelihood on the river. Other questions may come to mind for other people you
interview”.
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Pilch explained the process Pilch & Barnet used to create the WI Audio Tours. They
were given alist of possible folksto interview in WI. The first step wasto do a mini-
interview over the phone to see what their story was, then they put together four to
five questions based on their situation and the rest of the interview was done
naturally. Pilch a'so mentioned that a copy of the audio tour could be sent to any
committee members who would like to listen to it. Y ou can aso access the audio tour
at http://www.greatriverroadstories.com/audiotour.php.

Hawkins commented that the sample Oral History Release form needed to be
updated. Any reference of the Dubugue County Historical Society needsto say
MRPC and she commented that a clause needed to be added |etting the interviewee
know that by giving their permission they do not give up any copyrightsto the
interview and that they will be able to review the interview and make any edits at
their sole discretion. Ruth will update thisrelease form and send it to the National
office who will in turn distribute it to the committee.

Each state will bring to the next C& H meeting in Vicksburg, MS two possible
candidates to interview. Further discussion will then be done at that meeting.

Other BusinesssAnnouncements

Alice Burke

IA MRPC Chair MS reminded everyone to register for the Semi-Annual MRPC Meeting scheduled for
e April 9-11, 2008 in Vicksburg, MS.

Sen. John Sullivan s .

IL MRPC Chair Meeting adjourned 11:20 a.m.
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