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Mississippi River Parkway Commission 
Board of Directors Meeting  

September 25 - 26 2009 
Minutes (draft)  

_________________________________________________________ 
Participants: 
Patsy Ramacitti Ð Pilot 
Bill Serrat Ð Pilot Pro Tem (MS-MRPC) 
Bob Miller - Secretary  
Garland Hayes Ð Treasurer (AR-MRPC) 
Andy Golfis Ð Pilot Emeritus 
Al Lorenz Ð (WI-MRPC) 
Frank Nickels Ð (MO-MRPC) 
Sheldon Johnson Ð (MN-MRPC) 
Craig Mitkes Ð (IL -MRPC Proxy) 
John Goodmann Ð (IA-MRPC) 
Brian Parsons Ð (LA-MRPC) 
John Sheahan Ð (TN-MRPC) 
 
 

Other Participants: 
Susanne Barnet Ð National Office 
MJ Smith Ð IA MRPC 
Carol Zoff Ð Transportation Committee 
Nancy Clark Ð Marketing Committee 
Marty Beekman Ð WI MRPC 
Jean Galsinski Ð WI MRPC

_________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Pilot Ramacitti called the meeting to order at 7:40a.m. on Friday, September 25, 2009.  A quorum was 
present. 
 

¥ Past Meeting Minutes 
Minutes from July 17, 2009. Motion to approve by IL . Second by LA. Motion carried.  
 

¥ Financial Report 
Motion to approve by WI and second by IA. Motion carried. 

 
¥ 2009 Annual Meeting in Red Wing, MN 

Sheldon Johnson welcomed everyone to Red Wing on behalf of the MN MRPC and expressed 
enthusiasm with the meeting program. 
 

¥ 2010 Semi-Annual Meeting in Louisiana 
Brian Parsons shared the meeting location and dates of the 2010 Semi-Annual Meeting 
 Ð Baton Rouge, April 8-9, 2010. 
 

¥ Logo Usage Request 
Pilot Ramacitti and John Goodmann presented a request from the IA DOT requesting use of the GRR 
logo. The IA DOT has proposed resigning all of their state byways with a consistent designed sign 
that will help brand and uniformly identify IowaÕs state byways. With the proposed new signage, the 
GRR logo would be used in a manner inconsistent with the current signs that appear along the GRR 
in all 10 states. The GRR logo would still appear on the new signs in Iowa but would be included as 
part of a larger group of signs that is intended to brand all Iowa state byways. 
 
An actual size mock up of the newly proposed sign was viewed by all. Questions and comments were 
shared regarding current signage rules from the Federal Highway Administration and use of the GRR 
logo. 
 



 
MRPC Board Meeting, September 25-26, 2009 

Page 2 of 2 

A motion was made by MN to deny IA DOTÕs request to use the GRR logo on the new branding 
signs for the Iowa state byways. Second by the Secretary. A roll call vote was taken: 
WI Ð yes, LA Ð yes, MN Ð yes, MO Ð yes, TN Ð yes, IA Ð yes, IL Ð yes, AR Ð yes, MS Ð yes. 
 
A unanimous decision was made. Pilot Ramacitti requested that the national office draw up a 
response to the letter for signature. 

 
¥ Brief State Updates 

 
WI Ð Stimulus money is being used for a new ferry. 
LA Ð Uncertain of LA MRPC status. 
MN Ð New stakeholder piece is back from printer. Sheldon Johnson also reported that he attended a 
meeting the day prior with legislators from the same 10 Mississippi River states discussing the 
environment. 
MO Ð Paid dues for the year but after the MRPC budget was further cut, it left no remaining money. 
Seeking to fill  our commission and get vacanies filled. 
TN Ð Will never have a commission but Mississippi River Corridor does operate as a 501cs. Just 
selected to be administrative processor of an emmissions statement study on towboats. The first study 
offered by the EPA to two barge companies but they need a 501cs to administer. Working with 
Ingram Barge, the largest barge company in the country. 
IA Ð Full commission again. Involved in GPS study along GRR. 
IL Ð Installing 18 information kiosks along the GRR. 
AR Ð State commission won a state tourism award. 
MS Ð Continuing to face budget issues in the state. 
 
State chairs distributed annual reports. 
 
8:40am Meeting recessed. 
 

The meeting resumed at 4:30 p.m. on Saturday, September 26, 2009.   
 

¥ 2010 Budget 
 

The proposed budget was presented and discussed. IA made a motion to approve. Second by the 
Secretary. Motion carried. 
 

¥ 2010 Work Plans 
 

The 2010 work plans presented during the final session of the Annual Meeting will be presented in a 
document form for approval at the next Board meeting. 
 
Upcoming Board Meetings 
Friday, November 20 at 9:00am - teleconference 
Friday, February 19 at 9:00am - teleconference 
Thursday, April 8 at 7:30am in Baton Rouge, LA  

 
Motion to adjourn meeting by IL. Second by MS. Motion carried. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 4:40 p.m. 


