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Mississippi River Parkway Commission

Board of Directors Meeting 

April 17-18, 2009

Springhill Suites – Memphis

(Gazebo Room)
Minutes (draft)

_________________________________________________________

Participants:
Patsy Ramacitti – Pilot

Bob Miller - Secretary 

Garland Hayes – Treasurer (AR-MRPC)

Sheronne Mulry - (MN-MRPC Proxy)
Nani Bhowmik (IL-MRPC Proxy)

Al Lorenz (WI-MRPC)

John Sheahan (TN-MRPC) 

John Goodmann (IA-MRPC)
Bill Serrat – Pilot Pro Tem (MS-MRPC)

Brian Parsons (LA-MRPC)

Bob Jost (KY-MRPC Proxy)

Andy Golfis – Pilot Emeritus


Other Participants:
Ruth Hawkins – Culture and Heritage Co-Chair 
Susanne Barnet – National Office
_________________________________________________________________________________

Pilot Ramacitti called the meeting to order at 7:45am on Friday, April 17, 2009.  A quorum was present.

· Past Meeting Minutes
Minutes from February 20, 2009. Motion to approve by Secretary. Second by IA. Motion carried. 

· Financial Report
Motion to approve by WI and second by IA. Motion carried.

Pilot Ramacitti asked that Board approve the National Office opening a corporate credit card through Anchor Bank in an amount up to $20,000 or less if guided by the bank. Motion to approve by WI. Second by MS. Motion carried.

· Endowment Update
Bill Seratt provided updates on current funds, internal process and marketing efforts. He asked that state chairs consider using the template letters in communicating with vendors and past or present commissioners/families regarding memorial designation giving.
· 2009 Semi-Annual Meeting 
John Sheahan. TN welcomed everyone to Memphis.

· 2009 Annual Meeting in Red Wing, MN
Sheronne Mulry/ MN indicated that a sub-committee is fully engaged in planning with the National Office.

· Future Meetings 

Al Lorenz/ WI shared dates of September 10-11, 2010 in LaCrosse. Brian Parsons/ LA indicated that they are ready to begin planning for a date and location for spring 2010.

· Annual Reports 

Pilot Ramacitti briefly reviewed the updated outline for creating annual reports.  Motion to approve by MS and second by Secretary. Motion carried. State chairs should add document to their policy and procedure manual.

· MRT Resolution 
Item is on the Transportation Committee agenda and will then be discussed during Saturday’s Board meeting. 
· Other
Wisconsin indicated that they did submit the 10-state agritourism NSB grant. It was ranked 3 out of 7 for the state.
The meeting was recessed at 8:40am.
The meeting reconvened at 3:15pm on Saturday, April 18, 2009.

· MRT Resolution 
The Transporation reviewed and had no suggestions to bring forward. Motion was made to approve by MS and second by Secretary. Motion carried. State Chairs can add copy to their policy and procedure manual.
· Endowment Process
During previous day’s discussion of the National Office’s process in handling endowment funds, a motion was not made to approve. Therefore a motion was made to approve the process by MS and second by MN. Motion carried. Internal process can be added to policy and procedure manual.
· Committee Reports
Motion was made to approve the reports from the four technical committees. Motion by IA and second by MN. Motion carried.

· Next meeting
Executive Committee – Friday, July 10 at 9am
Board – Friday, July 17 at 9am

Meeting adjourned at 3:20pm.
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