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Mississippi River Parkway Commission

Culture and Heritage Committee Minutes

April 17, 2009

The Culture and Heritage Committee met at 1:30 p.m. on April 17, 2009 at the Spring Hill Suites in Memphis, Tennessee.  Ruth Hawkins, co-chair, presided.

Present:  Ruth Hawkins, Sheronne Mulry, Terri McCullough, Phyllis Stinson, Alma Blair, Elaine Baxter, Ann Ventress, Faye Wilkinson, Gene Enke, Bill Seratt, Louis Intres, Jay Robinson, Dennis Donath, Pat Young, Steve Hodges

Ruth Hawkins reported on information obtained from various signage companies regarding updating/expanding the signage at each Interpretive Center.  

1. Existing signage can be updated by printing new vinyl graphics that can be  placed on the current metal signs (either over the existing vinyl graphics, or the original graphics can be peeled off).

2. All Interpretive Centers added since the original signs were created will need signs and posts, along with updated graphics.

3. Those states that want a double sign, including a state panel as well as the standard 10-state panel, will need new signs and new posts since the double signs must be produced as one piece and the channels in the posts are different as well.

Ruth indicated that Arkansas has received a small grant that can pay for upgrading the single panel graphics and possibly the signs and posts for new Interpretive Centers.  Any states that want the double panels, however, will have to pay for these themselves,  

Each committee member should check with their commission regarding whether they want their single signs updated or whether their commission plans to order the double signs.  This information should be provided by June 1, so that Ruth can get bids on costs and place the order.  

It was suggested that when new Interpretive Center signage is received and delivered, it would be a good time to conduct workshops with staff at each center to ensure that they are aware of the MRPC, the Great River Road, and the role of Interpretive Centers.  In the meantime, committee members were reminded to check the websites for their Interpretive Centers to make sure they are linked to www.experiencemississippiriver.com.

Louis Intres, a graduate assistant in the Heritage Studies Ph.D. program at Arkansas State University, was introduced.  Louis will be assisting the Culture and Heritage Committee in conducting videotaped oral histories up and down the river.  Arkansas State University has received a grant that will cover his travel expenses.  Commissioners should turn in names of people who should be interviewed (those with interesting stories of the river) by June 1 so that interviews can be set up and conducted over the summer.  These interviews will be used on the website as well as other promotional purposes.  Susanne Thiede-Barnet provided samples of oral history DVDs and Podcasts.  

The committee also discussed development of regional itineraries.  Commissioners should check state and regional tourism web sites and/or talk with tourism departments to determine whether itineraries already exist that are appropriate for the Great River Road region or that can be adapted.  Any existing itineraries or suggestions for itineraries should be provided to the national office by Sept. 1 in order to compile the regional itineraries prior to the September meeting in Red Wing.

With no further business, the meeting adjourned at 3:10 p.m.





