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Reorganization
Much of the KMRP’s attention over the last year has focused on reorganization.  This commission now feels that this process is complete with the appointment of three new citizen members by Governor Ernie Fletcher:

Deborah Smith 
Ballard County 


Phyllis Teeters

Carlisle County


Judy Powell

Fulton County

And the addition of two new County Judge/Executives:

Vickie Viniard

Ballard County

David Gallagher
Fulton County.  
In addition long time member Alma Blair was reappointed as Hickman County’s citizen representative.  Veteran members Greg Pruitt, Hickman County Judge/Executive and John Roberts, Carlisle County Judge/Executive also continue to serve on the Commission.  
Another important component of this reorganization effort was restoration of funding for KMRPC activities.  

Kentucky MRPC Priorities
At its April 19, 2007 meeting the Commission discussed issues pertinent to the region and established the following priorities: 

· Developing a new Kentucky Great River Road map to support State and National marketing efforts.
· Evaluation of the State Scenic Byway Corridor in preparation for seeking National Scenic Byway designation for the Great River Road route through Kentucky.  

· Co sponsor an event, that meets Kentucky and National MRPC goals, in each Mississippi River County.  Events selected for this year include:


Doo Wop Days Festival



    Ballard County



Big Rivers Kentucky State Barbecue Championship     Carlisle County 



Carlisle County Fair




    Carlisle County 



Civil War Days




    Hickman County



Weekend at Pontotoc




    Fulton County



City of Hickman Pecan Festival


    Fulton County 

Interpretive Sites
Wickliffe Mounds State Historic Site, one of two MRPC Interpretive Centers in Kentucky, offered several hand on events over the past year.  Wickliffe Mounds provides a glimpse of a village built approximately 1100 AD by Native Americans that were part of the Mississippian Culture.  Educational activities included demonstrations of flintknapping, Native American storytelling and the use of gourds.  This site also includes numerous displays that interpret various aspects of Native American culture.

The Museum at Columbus Belmont State Park also serves as a MRPC Interpretive Center.  Columbus-Belmont State Park continues to host the Annual Civil War Days event on the second weekend in October.  The weekend’s activities include reenactments, living history, sutlers and encampments.  Attendance at the 2006 Civil War Days exceeded 15,000 over the three-day period.  
On Going Efforts 
Kentucky and Missouri Officials continue to provide funding for operation of the ferry between Hickman, KY and Dorena, MO.  This is one of the few Mississippi River ferries still operating on a daily basis.
