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INTRODUCTION

The Illinois Mississippi River Parkway Advisory Council met six times. The Council spent the Fall of 2006 beginning preparations to host the MRPC Annual Meeting in Quincy, Illinois and that effort continues. The Council also worked with Lewis and Clark College to organize the Strategic Plan for the Council. The Illinois Council is funded from the budget of the Illinois Department of Transportation. The recently appointed Secretary of Transportation has agreed to continue funding of the Illinois Council and has pledged his support of the work of Mississippi River Parkway Commission. The following is a summary of activities and projects for the past year.

TRANSPORTATION

· The Illinois Department of Transportation is proposing to spend $368 Million Dollars over five years for improvements on the Illinois Great River Road. These costs include structure improvements, new construction overlays and rehabilitation. 

· Illinois received national recognition from the Illinois Alliance of Byways for cooperation among Illinois byways endeavors. Illinois has seven scenic byways and the Illinois Alliance of Byways cited Illinois as a model for  cooperation among byways for success.

ENVIRONMENT AND RECREATION

· A Phase II Engineering Contract has been let and is to be completed by Fall 2007 for a portion of the Great River Trail from Savanna through Mississippi Palisades State Park.
· The Illinois Department of Natural Resources (IDNR) funded a $10,000 analysis of trail alignments through the Village of Carbon Cliff and the cities of East Moline and Silvis. The purpose of the study was to develop alignments to bypass an intermodal facility in Silvis and provide local jurisdictions with alternative trail alignments to be part of future trail projects.

· The City of Galena received funding of $400,000 through the efforts of U.S. Senator Durbin to extend the Galena River Trail toward the Galena East Side Park. Construction is planned to begin later this year. The IDNR is currently planning on extending the Galena River Trail by an additional 3.0 miles and is in negotiations with local landowners to make the extension a reality.

· George Bellovics,of the IDNR, continues to coordinate activities of the Mississippi River Trail and represents the National MRPC during MRT Board Meetings and discussions. In addition, the League of Illinois Bicyclists(LIB) continues to partner with the IDNR to provide a cue sheet and download information about the MRT on the League of Illinois Bicyclists website.

· The IDNR is continuing it’s involvement in the St. Louis Metro East area to serve as technical advisor and a source of funding to assist local jurisdictions in developing trails in this section of the Great River Road.
· The IDNR has a number of amenity projects and or activities at  locations along the Great River Road. Some of these activities include park road improvements at Mississippi Palisades State Park; 100 acres of land were added to the Hanover Bluff State Natural Area for Nature Preserve protection and recreational activities; the American Trapshooting Association’s Grand event was held at the 1600 acre World Shooting Complex in Sparta; the Cape Bend State Fish and Wildlife Area in Alexander County was opened for the first time to hunting; information was provided  for an interpretive panel for Mississippi Palisades State Park through the interpretive contract for the Illinois Great River Road; and a number of improvements were implemented at Pere Marquette State Park in Jersey County that included rehabilitating 30 miles of hiking/equestrian trails, plans for new sewage treatment plant, and a $1.8 Million Lodge rehabilitation project.
TOURISM AND MARKETING

· Illinois hosted an Underground Railroad conference and a number of communities are exploring the future development of such attractions.

· A travel video is being created for International Markets and statewide visitor centers that will feature Illinois communities highlighting the river, attractions and heritage. The state is developing new interstate attraction signage for communities.

· Quincy’s Villa Katherine along the Great River Road had visitors last year from 44 states and 14 countries.

· Quincy is continuing efforts to beautify its riverfront with the completion of Edgewater Park and paths connecting South Park to the Great River Road and hosted successful events such as Riverfest, The Great River Grape Escape and numerous other events. 

· The City of Quincy has a program that allows residents and visitors free use of bicycles from various downtown hubs to enjoy the Great River Road bike trail. In addition, the Quincy Convention and Visitor’s Bureau is developing hotel counter maps with the local group, Friends of the Trails,which will have full bike route information for visitors to enjoy the Great River Road bike path.

· A new 30 minute travelogue, Traveling the Tri-States, has been airing on cable networks that highlights the river and Great River Road.

· The City of Quincy website received record levels of visitor volumes.

· Illinois has developed Looking for Lincoln heritage projects for commemorative ceremonies celebrating President Lincoln’s 200th birthday next year.
CONCLUSION

The Illinois Council will continue efforts to promote, interpret and develop the Great River Road and Mississippi River Corridor with our numerous partners up and down the River. The Councils immediate main focus is to provide a meaningful experience to attendees to the MRPC Annual Meeting in September 2007.  
